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I hereby veto House Bill Number 64, being " An Act amending Article

2

’534 of the Penal Code of the State of Texas making it a penal offense for any

person to cause, encourage or contribute to the. .delinquency of any minor under

*“the age of seventaen yegrs; and declaring an emergency. '
This Act atterrpts to a.mmd,Article 554, Penn]_. Code, 1925, At

gpresem this Article provides: " in all cases where any child shall be a delinguent .

i1d * * * the parem, guardian or persan having custady of or persanally re-

‘aponsible for such child, who Yy any act encourages, causes or contributgn to
1

&the delinguency * * * * of such chil@ * * * * shall be fined not exceed ing
~five hundred dollars,™ etc, House Bill Kumber 64 would amend said Article

to provide " .in all cases where any child sha.ll 'be a delinquent child * * * *

.tne parent, guardian or person having the custody of, or the persm responsible

E’_i‘or such child, or any other person who. by any act encourages, causges, acts‘in

.-‘con'.junction with or contributés to the delinquency * x ** * of such ch‘ild. or
who shall in any mamner cause, encourage, act in ccmjunction with, or contribute
to the delinquency, dependency or negligerce of such child, shall be fined

) not exceeding five hundred dollars," etc, ) It is apperent that in undertaking

.to- amend Article 534 that the draftsman confused some of the terms in the bill.

It might be plausibly argued if House Bill-Nunber 64 should become a lawv tha.t

'm_the parent of the delinquent child would be subject to the fines imposed by
such bill regardless of whether such parent or guardian nad contributed to such

_;delinquency. T;he word " negligence" is insdvertently used where it wag intenled
to use amther worde This error appeara twice in the bill. | ‘

. C‘me definition of "dalinquency" is very mmch enlarged by the terms
f this bill, and after setting out a numher of things which w0uld constitute
delinquency it adds that " any other act which would constitute such child a
delinquent or cause it to become a delinquant by committing such a,ct # me

bill ccruld be simplified and made much plainer and more auapeptible of enforce-

ment, a.nd_quastions wiich will arise under it could be eliminated by simplifying

For the reasons stated this bill is vgtoed. M .

Governnr of the Sta.te of E‘exa.s. .

v

. this language.




